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February 1, 2008
Dear Students, Parents, Teachers and Administrators:

This year the Arizona and Tucson Associations for Bilingual Education (TABE/AABE), in collaboration with the Sunnyside Unified School District and the Tucson Unified School District will host the XXVI Conrado Gómez Statewide Spanish Spelling Tournament and Essay Competition in Tucson.  The Torneo will be held at Wakefield Middle School, at 101 W. 44th St., Tucson, Arizona 85713 from 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM on Saturday, May 3, 2008.  Check-in will begin at 9:30 AM.

All Arizona schools are invited to participate in this prestigious event.  Every participant will receive a certificate, and the winners will receive awards immediately following the competition.  Winners in each spelling category will receive prize awards of $200 for first place, $125 for second place, and $75 for third place.  Individual schools should select only ONE participant per spelling category of competition (no tied winners) for the tournament.  The four spelling categories are Primary (Grades 2-3), Intermediate (4‑5), Middle School (6-8) and High School (9-12).

The deadline for schools to register their category spelling champions is Monday, April 28, at 5:00 PM.  No on-site registration will be available.  The essay contest offers competition in three categories (Grades 3-5, Grades 6-8, and Grades 9-12) and a $100 prize for each first-place winner.  Essays must be submitted by fax (520.225.6718) or through regular mail so that they are received by Friday, April 11, 2008.  The mailing address is Delila Fimbres, Bilingual Essay Contest, Language Acquisition Department, Tucson Unified School District, 1010 E. 10th St., Bldg A, Tucson, AZ  85719.
Schools can decide how they will select their school champions for the statewide spelling and/or essay contest.  All Torneo information (registration forms, rules, practice words, and fliers) are available on the website for the Arizona Association for Bilingual Education (AABE), which can be accessed at:

http://www.azbilingualed.org/Torneo%20de%20Ortografia/conrado_gomez_torneo_de_ortografia.htm 

Although that the words for the spelling competition will come from the official practice list initially, as the level of difficulty increases, the words may be selected at random from the official contest dictionary, Diccionario Esencial de la Lengua Española, published by Santillana.

For additional information, contact the TUSD Language Acquisition Department: Delila.Fimbres@tusd1.org or (520) 225-6207. Please join us in recognizing our students’ achievements in bilingual education and Spanish language literacy!

Sincerely yours,

	Julia Lindberg
Sunnyside USD
	Mark Álvarez
Tucson USD
	Salvador Gabaldón
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