2008 Statewide English/Spanish Bilingual Essay Contest

Featured as part of the XXVI Conrado Gómez Torneo de Ortografía y Composición
Deadline for submissions: Friday, April 11, 2008

Winners will be notified by Monday, April 21, 2008

	TOPICS:

Write an essay, initially in either English or Spanish, and then translate it into the other language.  Use one of the themes from the following list:

· Cómo me ha ayudado ser bilingüe (How Being Bilingual Has Helped Me)

· Por qué deseo ser bilingüe (Why I Want to Be Bilingual)

· Cómo me ayudará en mi futura carrera el hecho de ser bilingüe (How Being Bilingual Will Help Me in My Future Career)
ELIGIBILITY:
· Any student in Grades 3-12 is invited to submit an essay at the individual school level in his/her corresponding category.
· Essays submitted at the individual school level must be judged by a site/district team.
· Only one winning essay per category is to be submitted from the individual school level to the State Essay Contest.
Criteria:

Each essay will be judged using the following criteria:

(1) development of the theme: 20%

(2) originality: 20%

(3) content & clarity of expression: 20%
(4) grammar and mechanics: 20%

(5) accuracy of translation: 20%


	RULES:

· Language:  All essays must be submitted in Spanish and English versions.  Winners should also be prepared to present their essays in both Spanish and English during the award presentation.  
· Subject:  All essays must address one of the themes listed under the “TOPICS” section.
· Length:  The number of words must be listed at the end of each essay and must conform to the following minimum-maximum lengths:
• Grades 3-5: 150-200 words
• Grades 6-8: 200-300 words
• Grades 9-12: 300-400 words
· Format: The essay must be typed and double-spaced.
· Application:  A completed application form must be submitted along with the essay.  Applications require a teacher and parent signature, as verification that the essay was composed and translated by the student. 
· Author: The student’s name should appear on the application form stapled to the essay but not on the essay itself.
	JUDGING:
· A panel of judges representing the hosting districts and the state/regional associations for bilingual education will determine the winner from each of the three grade categories.  

· Winners of the statewide contest will be invited to read the essay at the Torneo event and will be asked to submit in both languages an electronic copy of the essays for publication on the AABE website. 
CASH PRIZES:

· Each state winner will receive a check for $100.
ENTRY SUBMISSION:

Mail or fax the two copies of the essay (one in English and one in Spanish) with the signed application form to –

Delila Fimbres

Bilingual Essay Contest
Language Acquisition Department

Tucson Unified School District

1010 E. 10th St., Bldg A
Tucson, AZ  85719

Telephone:  520-225-6207

FAX:  520-225-6658
NOTE:  
There is no registration fee required for the essay submission.










