CONRADO GÓMEZ STATEWIDE SPANISH SPELLING TOURNAMENT

RULES and PROCEDURES 

Note to teachers: Please review all the rules with the students as part of the preparation for your local competition.  In order to familiarize students with the procedures in the state competition, we recommend that schools conduct the school site competitions in the same way the statewide tournament is conducted. 
ELIGIBILITY
1.
All Arizona school pupils in grades 2 to 12 shall be eligible to compete in the school competition.

2.
Only one category champion (or the designated alternate) from a school may be officially registered with the statewide tournament and may then compete in the statewide contest.

WORD LISTS

3.
The word list will be supplied to schools for use in the school competition.  The list will be helpful to anyone studying for competition, but may not necessarily comprise the entire list for the state competition.  Specific words on the list may change from year to year.

4.
The actual list of words to be used in the competition shall be compiled by the judges and will not be available for distribution.

COMPETITION PROCEDURES
5.
All responses during the competition will be written legibly.  Questions about legibility shall be settled by the judges at their own discretion.

6.
Four competitions will be held, one for each of the following categories:



Primary Category: 


Grades 2-3



Intermediate Category: 

Grades 4-5



Middle School Category:

Grades 6-8



High School Category:

Grades 9-12

7.
At the beginning of each competition, there will be a warm-up round, consisting of one practice word.  No eliminations will take place during the warm-up round.

8.
The Head Judge will pronounce the word initially, use it in a sentence and repeat the word a second time.

9.
Contestants may pronounce words softly to themselves before writing them.

10.
A contestant may request that a word be repeated and/or defined in Spanish, and the Head Judge shall grant the request until the judges agree that the word has been made reasonably clear to the contestant. The contestants will then be asked to start writing.  Judges may disqualify any contestant who ignores a request to start writing.

11.
Having written the complete word, a contestant must place the pencil on the table—AND MAY MAKE NO CHANGES TO THE WORD ONCE THE PENCIL IS PUT DOWN.

12.
When a contestant writes a word incorrectly and is eliminated, the contestant will be asked to move to the waiting area.  

13.
If there is a tie for any of the final three places, the following tie-breaking procedures shall be used:

•
If all tied competitors write a word correctly or all write it incorrectly, competition continues.

•
Ties for 1st place shall be broken with continued competition to determine 1st & 2nd place.

•
Ties for 2nd place shall be broken with continued competition to determine 2nd & 3rd place.

•
Ties for 3rd place shall be broken with continued competition.

JUDGEMENT / AUTHORITY

14.
Diccionario Esencial Santillana de la Lengua Española shall serve as the official authority for the competition.

15.
Errors involving diacritical marks will be considered errors in spelling.  Correct formation of the marks is required:



a dot over an i

=
i


an accent mark

=
í


a tilde


=
ñ


a dieresis


=
ü

A word will be judged incorrect if the judges cannot distinguish the marks one from another.

16.
Obsolete spellings will be regarded as errors.

17.
Any challenge relating to the spelling or legibility of a word must be referred to the judges immediately by the competitor.  NO protest can be entertained after the next word is pronounced.

18.
The judges’ decision shall be final on all questions.

